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Harvesting&Silviculture

We focus on 
the roots...

Register on our website: www.sutherlandseedlings.co.za
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A forester knows that a good root system yields 

a fast growing tree, which is why at Sutherland 

Seedlings our focus is firmly on our plug root 

systems. Extensive medium and nutrient  

trials have resulted in our unique recipe which we 

believe produces a root system to be proud of! We 

encourage you to give us a try…

What we have available:
•   Various Eucalyptus clones

•   Assorted industry-endorsed fertilisers

•   The best seed genetics

• Competitive prices

• Customised orders

• Nation-wide delivery

• After-sales service

PO Box 277, Ixopo, 3276
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Of course it is important that the pits are properly prepared before planting. 

Jabulani’s pitting team are currently using STIHL augurs to make uniform pits 

20cm wide by 25 cm deep.

Suppositree
Jabulani will also trial a tablet to be used at planting, developed by Midlands 

Spraychem specifically for forestry. It is a small brown tablet which provides safe 

and efficient dosing of insecticide and fertilizer to the seedling and surrounding soil.

The tablet, known as a Suppositree, is dropped into the planting tube before 

the seedling is dropped in and inserted into the pit. The tablet is therefore ideally 

located just below the root plug, providing a slow release of insecticide and 

fertilizer.

The placement of the tablet at the root plug maximizes the fertilizer usage 

by the plant. The insecticide controls ‘chewing’ and ‘sucking’ insects that may be 

present in the soil including white grub, cutworm, termites and bark beetles.

SA Forestry visited a trial compartment in the midlands planted with eucalyp-

tus in February this year, using the Kiss planting system. A Suppositree tablet was 

planted with each seedling.

The trees appeared to be very strong and healthy, showing excellent growth in 

the seven months since planting, especially considering the dry conditions that 

have been experienced over this period. It was obvious that very little blanking 

was required in this compartment.

The Suppositree provides a simple and effective, one-stop solution to the 

application of fertilizer and insecticide to planted trees.

Forestry experience
Jabulani has a wealth of forestry experience behind him, and is relishing the 

task of providing silviculture services to the farm that has been restored to his 

community through the land restitution programme.

Jabulani’s involvement in the forestry sector dates back to 1977 when he 

started working for NTE as a clerk. He soon got involved in the operations side 

of forestry, and worked for Mondi for 23 years, finishing his career as a senior 

forester. He has been contracting for Mondi since 2000.

The planting team with supervisor Zinhle Dladla (2nd from left).
Left to right: Callum MacKenzie, Alasdair MacKenzie, Eza Mapita and Jabulani Shange discussing the 

planting operation.

Alasdair Mackenzie of Midlands Spraychem, happy with the growth of these eucalypts planted seven 

months earlier by way of the KISS system with a Suppositree tablet included. The Suppositree provides 

the growing tree with slow release fertilizer and insecticide which is an effective deterrent of sucking  and  

chewing insects in the soil, such as this white grub (inset).


